
Date

PatrickFurlong
7448CamelbackDrive
Shreveport Louisiana71105

Re EthicsBoardDocketNo 2016095

DearMr Furlong

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics atitsMarch18 2016Boardmeeting consideredyourrequestfor
anadvisoryopinionregardingwhetheryoumayownandoperatealandscapingcompanyandregister
with LAPELS while servingastheShreveportAssistantCityEngineer Youarealicensed
professionalengineerthatwasappointedAssistantCityEngineerbyCityofShreveport Yourareas
ofworkincludecapitaldrainageprojects floodplanmanagement permitreviewandprivate
development Thisrequiresyoutooverseethatdevelopmentsinspecialfloodhazardareasarebuilt
tothecorrectelevation reviewplansandinspectworkonprivatedevelopmentswherethestreets
drainage and sewer infrastructuremeettheCitysspecifications Finally youreviewpermit
applications fortheengineeringdepartment

Youhaveyourhorticulturistlicenseandwishtostartalandscapingcompany Youwouldliketo
register this company with LAPELSso you can use your professional engineer stamp with the
company TheCityofShreveportcurrentlypaysforyourandotherCityengineerslicenserenewal
everytwoyears YoudonotanticipatethatyourworkwouldbesubmittedtotheCity astheCity
hasnooversightoverpermittingforprivatelandscaping Further youwouldnotsolicitprivatework
whileservinginyourpublicrole

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinform thattheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics
wouldnotprohibityoufromowningandoperatingalandscapingcompanywhileemployedasthe
ShreveportAssistantCityEngineerorfromregisteringthelandscapingcompanywithLAPELS La
RS 421111C2 d providesthatnopublicservantshallreceiveanythingofeconomicvalueforor
inconsiderationofservicesrendered ortoberendered toorforanypersonduringhispublicservice
unlesssuchservices areneither performed fornorcompensatedbyanypersonfromwhom such
publicservantwouldbeprohibitedbyRS 421115A 1 or B fromreceivingagift Therefore
youwouldbeprohibitedfromreceivingcompensationforperformingservicesforpeoplewhoare
regulated byyour agency whohaveorareseeking tohaveacontractual orotherbusinessor
financialrelationshipwithyouragency orapersonwhohassubstantialeconomicintereststhatmay
beaffectedbytheperformanceornonperformanceofyourofficialjobduties

Finally theBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinform thattheLouisianaCodeofGovernmental
EthicswouldnotprohibityoufromacceptingtheCityofShreveportsrenewalofyourProfessional
EngineerLicenseeverytwoyearsasthisisabenefityouaredulyentitledfromyourgovernmental
entity La RS 421111A1 a of the Code ofEthics prohibits public servants fromreceiving
anythingofeconomicvalue otherthancompensationandbenefitsfromthegovernmentalentityto



which he isduly entitled for the performance of thedutiesandresponsibilitiesofhisofficeor
position

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactspresented
mayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofEthics TheBoard issuesno
opinion as topast conduct or lawsotherthanCodeofGovernmentalEthics Ifyouhaveany
questions pleasecontactmeat 225 2195600or 800 8426630

Sincerely

LOUISIANABOARDOFETHICS

BrettRobinson
FortheBoard


